BEST COPY AVAILABLE 

mien -0590 



October Z 4, 197 s 


D« r Sen* tot Heinz t 
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Thank yon for your iuaalry of October S on behalf of fcTW 

1 /vinnornl m fKo «( NtfMMlb* In ^ 


'Krgantina. 


j concerning the Jeuevab’s witnesses la 


•«* have been monitoring closely the tmaUnat of -this 
and other religious group* in Argentina. The 0.8. Go v ern 
sent has been deeply concerned by the reported infringe— : 
nents on the right to freedom of religion *r act forth in 
the Universal Declaration of Sanaa Sights and the JUtesriea* 
Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Mi, Oar Same* 
nent Is committed to seeing that this right le respected. 

The Argentine Government's case against the Jehovah's 
Fitnesses sterna froo a 1976 Government decree that halt** 

It Illegal for Witnesses to aasenble, publish, or prosely- 
tize, vhlch in effect means they can not practice their 
religion in Argentina. The Govenwent** decree was af— 
firaod by a lower Court, hut it was subsegaeatly over- 
turned by en Appeals Court, bast February, the Argentine 
Supreme Court reviewed the lower Courts* decisions and 
ruled that the fitnesses might be given relief if they 
were to attempt to become formally recognised as a reli- 
gious grouc. This could be done through registration with 
the ministry of roroiqn affairs and Eorship. The Sucres* 
Court’s rullna, however, did not resolve the coestion* 
raised by the 1976 decree that rakes it illegal for the 
Witnesses to practice their religion in Argentina. 

The ambiguity oi the legal situation has resulted in 
thu denial of perrriorion to the witnesses to use their 
•SinadoB "alls," to nudist litercture, to receive Spanish 
language publications Peppered outside Argentina, and to 
crosely bice, "itnessec also h ave been arrested and de- 
tained for reported violations of the 1576 decree* their 
r*h 11 sat ions hare been confiscated, and children have been 
er^el’ed from school for refusing to salute the flag. 
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with regard to the witnesses’ fetors *f {«tt ts rajii* 
tor, at ckomwM by the Supper* Ceart, t&a Ar$**tia» 

Cora moat uaamw* la Mnatr tkat « mmm law anil to 
lw«f4 rnakrta} all religion* groove rtfltft ttm Crtkolic 
CAwrcfc, aklcfc la csvava* fay a ea a aa a u et • alt* tba Tatlaaa«-,: 
to rwgleear wita tba MiUbt sf Axtlja lt}»> 

tleas na ■p g a blp. ■ Phis r*q*icwas a t MexUa ewyar yw l a e 
Utt Jaw that bad regwirad all *«U#littb- 

■mo* Airea araa to register. Tfce »a>w a»i1 <t^lwiww»vy'S^ 
grccp bed mwi os:- that registry fires l*5«--W-l*i*e-aiW tit'- 
ru i -w ave d ft cwtfee rwgtatry. Slavs that--4la»a -abl}*>^: ~-'- 
Jabovab** »l f a aa a a * applications be nyltMr aava batay 
raj act ad, son# 1489 ethar raliglowa fnsya -ww a a a a f j t a a ' 
tar nflitntUe arilar tha IMS }«•, 

The aatr lav autoamk f» Fabraary rill ya tataa aftaat ’ 
H days altar It la pablisftad la tha afflclaircafttST XO 
law, bowaraTr has not baca pabllsbed yat. IkiaH Uw Wt* .•: 
aasaaa be daaiad registration, their rest ra c ea caa . awM - , 
be to present aa appeal to the Foreign Malater *a& tr ha ' 
does not rale la their favor, to tha Free Meat of A ryan ' 
Una. The lawyer represent log tha Witnesses bellwvee that 
If registration la initially denied, the wltasaaewaay 
seat a court injunction remitting thaa to c a otlaae their 
religious practices until a definite decision Is reached. 

The Argentine Governnent has (inofficial ly Inf arsed 
the United States that the new lav is basically for sta- 
tistical purposes.- It claias that it does net wish to 
restrict freed ms of religion, hut only vishes to be aware 
of t.ov r.any croups are functioning. 

The P.S. Government has stated publicly its hope that 
freedoe of religion guaranteed by the Argentine Coastite- 
tion would not be restricted by the decree. The Assistant 

Secretary for Dusan Rights :nd 'JamanitsriaaAffgirealso . 

raised this issue with specific reference to the Wit- 
nesses on two of her visits to Argentina. 

The baric crofclert between the Kitnasoes and the 
Covernoent of Argentina have none sicilaritie* to c rob lea* 
the witnesses enc cantered in the Bn i tec States during 
rctld v:ar II. "heir refusal tc serve in the Military or 
to salute the flan erreer to re the r,o»t tleiWe elesents 
in the controversy with the Argentine Government, which 
rsonires urivercal military service. 


it regain deeply ccncerned about t'-.e question of re— 
li-iooe freeews in Argentina tor the itnesaes and otfceT 
groans. e bare expressed this ccncert- tc the Argentine 
Covvrnaar.t through their r 'berry in qasbingten sod through 


c-.r in suanoa tirea. *ili cootlnaa tc ocnttor 

this cast fir, sely snS *o what ve c*n to acrosraga fall ia— 
nJtarr-.aticn of religious freefos ih Arrentina, 

The C«.% Covsrnatsnt ks* act*4 to eeottf k» tht Args*- 
tints how strongly c can itt*4 ws *r* to r,nui right*. 
sn«-i?icall?» ** (?«** grant nil itary training to 

Aryaattaa ant eras aslss bar* boon mtricted. in >Mi- 
ties, r# hart TOictti oar strong beliefs shoot taana right* ' 
an.-l hire rotei against rareral Argentine loan remote t a in 
the I'orW rank a tv* la attar i ntaraat ional financial insti- 
tution*. 

Ocr Covarseast has Indies tad clearly to the irgon- 
tin** that a continuation of good biUttrrt raUtion and 
approval of s»r n»v assistance proerae* 4*p*a4 oa srfcetan- 
ti#l fcusan risk t* 1 srrsv»»»rtt. In fact, th«r Congress h*» 
legislate” through a section of the fora ion Assistance 
Act, affeetiet on October 1, that there are to is* no new . . 
ara* transfers to Argentine without * aajor lrprouenast in 
hcissn rigfctr cractiee* there. 

Sincerely , 


Daogl as 3. sennet, Jr. 
Assistant Secretary 
for Ccn.irescional hr 1 at lone 
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